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This  “Sketch  of  Wm.  King"  was  written  by  my  sister,  Minnie  L. 

Baugh,  In  1932.  •  A  great  deal  of  the  material  was  taken  from  an  old 
court  record  which  we  found  among  my  father’s  papers.  This  record 
was  of  a  suit  brought  in  1839  by  John  Vint  against  the  heirs  of  Wm. 

King  to  recover  the  money  left  to  Samuel  King,  a  half  brother  of  Wm. 

King.  In  1811  Samuel  King  went  from  Abingdon  to  Lee  County  on 
horseback  and  got  as  far  as  Pridemores.  There  he  disappeared  and 
was  never  heard  of  anymore,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he  was  murdered. 

David  Stout  deposed  (In  the  record)  that  he  was  present  when  Edward 
Davidson  brought  Samuel  King’s  saddle-bags  etc.,  to  Abingdon.  R.  E. 

Bradley  deposed  that  the  distance  to  Pridemores  old  place  was  between 
56  and  57  miles.  The  record  Ls  over  one  hundred  pages  and  contains 
much  information  about  the  Kings. 

She  also  used  many  items  from  a  letter  of  Alexander  Findlay. 

Ethel  B.  Baugh 

Abingdon  March  1,  1937. 
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Sketch  of  William  King 

Kings  County  Ireland  Is  situated  about  the  center  of  the  Island, 
West  of  Dublin.  Part  of  the  great  chain  of  bogs  crosses  the  County, 
which  makes  a  large  portion  unproductive,  though  it  supplies  cheap 
and  abundant  fuel.  The  rest  is  very  productive.  This  county  reaches  to 
the  Shannon  and  communicates  by  canal  with  Dublin.  Tullamore  on 
the  canal  and  Birr  on  Parsonburg  are  the  most  thriving  towns  in  Kings 
County.  This  is  taken  from  Hugh  Murray’s  Cyclopedia  of  Geography 
published  in  1831.  Here  lived,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  John  or  William  Davis  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth.  Their  daughter, 
Rachel  Davis,  married  Thomas  King  and  they  had  four  children,  as 
follows:  1.  William  (1769-  Oct.  13,  1808),  2.  Nancy  (Anne),  3.  Elizabeth, 
4.  James  (  -1809).  After  Rachel’s  death,  Thomas  King  married 

Esther  Glenn  of  Londonderry,  Ireland,  and  they  had  two  children,  1. 
Samuel  (about  1779-1811  2.  Hannah  (1781-  )  In  1782  Thomas  King 

came  to  America.  This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was  naturalized 
in  Fincastle,  Botetourt 'County,  Virginia,  on  May  9,  1787,  five  years  resi¬ 
dence  in  America  being  required  before  naturalization  papers  could  be 
issued.  His  son,  William,  aged  fifteen,  left  Ireland,  and  the  home  of 
his  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Davis,  where  he  resided,  on  June  3,  1784,  and 
landed  at  Newcastle,  Deleware,  August  17,  1784,  and  was  in  Philadelphia 
still  April  1,  1791,  according  to  dates  in  his  old  pocket  bible,  owned  in 
1868  by  his  grandson,  Alexander  Findlay.  The  latter  further  says  that 
he  always  understood  that  neither  William  nor  his  father  knew  where 
to  find  each  other  when  William  came  to  America,  but  that  as  soon  as 
Thomas  heard  of  his  son’s  arrival  he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  bring  Wil¬ 
liam  to  Fincastle.  The  latter  refusing  to  come  until  his  contract  had 
expired,  his  father  was  compelled  to  return  alone.  Later  he  is  said  to 
have  come  to  Fincastle  and  in  1792,  according  to  the  deposition  of 
Robert  Montgomery,  he  sailed  for  Ireland.  This  deposition  was  taken 
in  1839  in  a  suit  brought  by  John  Vint  against  the  heirs  of  William 
King.  The  main  object  of  this  trip  was  to  bring  to  America  the  rest  of 
the  family  with  the  exception  of  the  Findlay  family,  Mrs.  Connally 
Findlay  having  been  born  Nancy  (Anne)  King.  Montgomery  deposed 
that  William  King  brought  over  his  full  brother  and  sister,  James  King 
&  Elizabeth  King  who  had  married  John  Mitchell,  his  stepmother, 
'Esther  Glenn  King  and  his  two  half  brothers  and  sisters,  Samuel  and 
Hannah,  they  being,  according  to  Montgomery,  about  twelve  and  ten 
years  of  age.  He  also  brought  Robert  Montgomery  and  two  other  per¬ 
sons  whose  names  are  not  mentioned.  The  party  left  Ireland  on  the 
ship  "Mary”  sailing  from  Culmore  on  May  31,  1792,  and  landing  at  Fell’s 
Point,  Baltimore,  on  the  morning  of  July  14,  1792.  They  all  stayed  a 
week  in  Baltimore  with  the  exception  of  William  King  who  spent  the 
time  in  Philadelphia.  As  to  the  trip  to  Fincastle,  Montgomery  says 
“we  traveled  in  wagons;  William  King  employed  a  wagon  to  bring  us 
to  Winchester,  then  he  employed  a  wagon  to  bring  us  to  Staunton,  and 
then  he  employed  another  to  bring  us  to  Lexington,  at  which  place  we 
were  met  by  Thos.  King,  the  father  of  William,  with  his  own  wagon 
which  conveyed  us  to  Fincastle  in  Botetourt  County,  Virginia,  the  place 
of  our  destination.  At  Staunton  we  put  up  at  a  tavern,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  best  recollection,  w’as  kept  by  a  man  whose  name  was  Heis- 
kell.  It  was  then  ten  years  since  Thomas  King  came  to  America  and 
we  can  imagine  his  emotions  cn  meeting  them  all  again  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Nancy  Findlay  and  her  family.  While  William  was  in  Ireland 
he  received  a  legacy  of  one  hundred  pounds  which  had  been  left  him 
by  his  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  had  died  while  he  was  away 
in  America.  With  this  he  determined  to  set  out  to  make  his  fortune  as 
a  peddler,  according  to  his  grandson,  Alexander  Findlay.  He  also  says 
that  he  thinks  he  came  pretty  soon  to  the  neighborhood  of  Saltvllle, 
where  he  settled  as  a  merchant  and  engaged  in  the  salt  business,  rent¬ 
ing  from  Gen.  Russell  a  furnace.  It  is  not  known  when  he  came  to 
Abingdon  but  he  built  the  brick  house  here  on  Court  Street  in  1803,  as 
the  plate  inserted  In  its  wall  shows. 
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In  a  circular  owned  by  his  grandson  &  .  jed  in  April  1808,  he 
says  that  he  had  then  been  a  resident  ol  Washington  County  near  six¬ 
teen  years.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Trigg,  daughter  of  Colonel  Daniel 
Trigg  of  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  in  1799,  a.nd  got  water  in  his 
well  at  Saltville  the  same  year.  His  father,  Thomas  King,  left  Fin- 
castle,  rented  the  log  house  called  Brook  Hall,  eleven  or  twelve  miles 
east  of  Abingdon,  on  what  was  then  the  Wilderness  Road  but  is  now 
called  the  Lee  Highway,  and  opened  a  tavern  there.  By  this  time  he 
was  £  cripple  from  rheumatism  or  gout  and  had  to  walk  with  a  crutch 
and  a  stick  and  ride  in  an  old-fashioned  chair  or  gig.  This  house  had 
been  built  by  Janies  Dysart  and  named  for  his  old  home  in  Ireland. 
He  sold  it  later  to  Col.  Byars  who  transferred  the  name  to  the  brick 
house  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  which  he  built.  In  this  log  house, 
which  is  still  standing  (1932),  Thomas  King  and  his  family  lived  until 
1803  or  1804,  when  he  came  to  Abingdon  and  lived  in  the  small  white 
frame  house  by  the  spring  at  Fruit  Hill,  which  his  son  had  built  and 
which  was  still  standing  in  1868,  when  Findlay  wrote  his  manuscript. 
A  Lombardy  poplar  tree  near  this  house  was  an  early  landmark  on 
the  hillside.  Mr.  Thomas  King  Trigg,  his  great  grandson,  told  the 
writer  that  Thomas  King  sat  on  this  hillside  and  directed  the  planting 
of  the  trees  at  Mrs.  Francis  Preston’s  house,  the  house  which  was  after¬ 
ward  Martha  Washington  College.  If  this  is  correct  then  Mrs.  Preston 
had  them  planted,  or  some  of  the  Kings  ha  dthem  planted  several  years 
before  this  house  was  built.  It  was  begun  in  1830  and  finished  in  1835. 
Alexander  Findlay  says  that  Thomas  King’s  wife  died  about  1805,  and 
that  he  died  in  the  latter  part  of  1806  or  1807.  Yet  his  son,  William, 
who  died  in  1808-  left  him  a  legacy,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
he  was  still  living.  However,  Robert  Montgomery  deposes  in  1839  that 
Thomas  King  died  before  his  son  William,  in  Washington  County.  Of 
course  it  is  posible  that  dates  of  their  deaths  were  very  near  together, 
not  giving  time,  on  account  of  sickness,  for  changing  the  will  of  the 
son. 

In  1796  Connally  Findlay  and  his  wife,  Nancy  King  Findlay,  and 
their  four  children  came  to  America.  Mr.  Findlay  says  “my  father  and 
mother  came  to  the  U.  S.  in  the  fall  of  1796,  landed  at  Newcastle,  Dela¬ 
ware,  came  to  Baltimore  where  they  were  met  by  a  wagon  driven  by 
Mr.  John  Shoun,  the  father  of  Mr.  Daniel  Lynch,  sent  to  meet  them  by 
Wm.  King."  This  is  a  rather  confused  account  but  at  any  rate  they 
were  met  by  Shoun.  He  says  they  came  by  the  way  of  Fipcastle,  mak¬ 
ing  a  short  stay  with  his  grandfather,  Thomas  King,  and  arriving  in 
Abingdon  the  same  fall.  He  does  not  know  in  what  house  his  father 
first  lived  but  his  earliest  recollection  is  of  living  in  the  old  Preston 
house,  then  (1868)  occupied  by  John  W.  Johnston  and  family.  Here 
they  lived  and  here  Connally  Findlay  manufactured  tobacco.  They 
spun  the  tobacco  into  a  rope  and  the  name  of  pigtail  was  given  to  it. 
Before  leaving  Ireland  the  first  child,  Rachel,  was  born  Nov.  27  1790; 
(2)  Margaret,  born  Aug.  8,  1792;  (3)  Alexander,  March  25,  1794;  (4) 
Thomas,  Sept.  15,  1795.  They  landed  on  the  day  Thomas  was  a  year 
old.  In  Abingdon  were  born  (5)  Elizabeth  Davis,  Sept.  4,  1797;  (6) 
Anne  Cochran,  Dec.  19,  1799;  (7)  Mary  King  Dec.  19,  1799,  (twins)  (8) 
Sarah  King,  March  6,  1803.  Some  authorities  say  they  were  compelled 
to  leave  the  Preston  house  on  December  20,  (1797)  because  of  a  wind 
storm  which  carried  the  roof  away,  but  Mr.  Findlay  does  not  mention 
this.  He  merely  says  his  father  built  a  large  log  house  on  Pecan  Street 
and  moved  into  it.  This  house,  he  says,  stood  where  the  house  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Rev.  George  R.  Barr  now  stands  (1868).  That  is  the  brick 
house  now  owmed  and  occupied  by  the  Misses  Sandoe  and  their  brother, 
Connally,  (1932).  He  says  the  upper  end  of  this  log  house  was  used  for 
the  family,  the  lower  end  kitchen,  the  chimney,  a  large  stone  one, 
stood  in  the  middle  of  the  house.  It  was  two  stories  high,  the  upper 
story  of  the  lower  end  was  used  for  a  saddler  shop  until  he  built  a 
saddler  shop  at  the  tanyard,  at  the  east  end  of  town.  He  did  not  know 
when  Connally  Findlay  and  William  King  went  into  business  together. 
He  says  that  from  his  earliest  recollection  his  father  was  in  possession 
of  the  lot  on  which  Mrs.  Leedy  lived  (Kreger’s  yard),  the  one  on  which 
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the  Presbyterian  church  stands,  the  lot  in  front  of  the  George  R.  Barr 
house  (now  Kreger's  garden,  19321,  the  lot  on  which  George  R  Barr 
and  Hagy  lived  (south  of  the  church),  and  all  of  the  lots  back  of  them 
north  of  Water  (now  Park)  Street  until  you  come  to  the  garden  known 
as  Floyd’s  garden  (part  of  old  Stonewall)  the  lot  called  the  tanyard  lot 
x  x  x  all  the  lands  west  of  Butcher  Street,  south  of  the  main  road  be¬ 
longing  to  Wm.  King  and  those  north  of  the  road  joining  the  Glebe, 
Col.  White  and  Judge  Hopkins  and  Mrs.  McChaln,  formerly  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  or  Zimmerman  tract,  and  occupied  by  them  as  long  as  he  lived. 
He  died  June  1818.  The  lots  within  the  town  he  supposes  belonged  to 
Connally  Findlay  &■  Co.,  as  long  as  Findlay  lived,  as  he  had  put  up 
buildings  on  two  or  three  of  them.  Alexander  Findlay  and  Abram 
Bird  Trigg  administered  on  the  estate  of  Connally  Findlay  and  a  plot 
of  eighty-three  poles  made  out  by  James  W.  Craig  (James  Whitehill 
Craig,  son  of  Robert  Craig,  the  elder  I  Infer)  as  It  had  been  surveyed 
by  him  for  C.  Findlay  and  purchased  by  him  from  Wm.  King  was  all 
the  title  Findlay  held  for  any  part  of  the  tanyard  lot.  There  was  no 
deed  nor  record  of  one.  The  lot  purchased  by  Wm.  King  from  James 
Bradley  contained  1  acre  83  poles.  “On  the  acre  east  of  the  tanyard  my 
father  built  a  large  barn  in  which  to  store  the  grain  raised  on  the  land 
he  occupied  belonging  to  William  King  (and  which  I  know  belonged 
to  Wm.  King.  (Findlay’s  parenthesis)  On  the  83  poles  as  laid  off  by 
J.  W.  Craig,  stood  his  tanyard,  currying  shop,  saddler  shop,  shoe  shop, 
boarding-house,  the  one  on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Butcher  Streets. 
His  bark  mill-house  and  bark  shed  stood  immediately  on  or  a  few  feet 
in  rear  of  the  line  leading  from  Butcher  Street  to  the  Creek  as  laid 
down  in  the  J.  W.  Craig  plot,  I  think  immediately  on  the  line,  and 
leaving  a  road  sufficient  between  the  bark  shed  and  creek  for  his 
wagons  etc.,  to  pass  to  the  barn.  The  water  wheel,  by  which  the  tanyard 
was  supplied  with  water,  stood  about  the  upper  part  of  the  83  poles,  on 
the  creek,  as  laid  off  by  J.  W.  Craig.”  This  is  followed  in  the  Findlay 
manuscript  by  a  still  more  elaborate  description  of  all  this  property  and 
its  location,  and  he  adds  that  he  does  not  know  when  the  firm  of  C. 
Findlay  &  Co.,  was  dissolved.  In  1809,  10  or  11  C.  Findlay  purchased 
from  Simon  Cochrell  a  lot  of  cattle,  executing  the  note  of  C.  Findlay  & 
Co.,  for  them,  with  Henry  Dickenson  of  Russell  County  as  security  for 
($1,000.00)  one  thousand  dollars.  After  the  death  of  Connally  Findlay, 
In  1818,  Dickenson  paid  the  note,  and  dying,  his  executors  or  admini¬ 
strators  brought  suit  against  the  heirs  of  Connally  Findlay  and  William 
King  to  subject  these  lands  of  theirs  for  the  payment  of  this  note.  A 
decree  was  obtained  and  the  lot  on  which  Mrs.  Leedy  lived,  the  lot  on 
which  George  R.  Barr  and  Hagy  lived,  the  garden  lot  in  front  of  it,  the 
lot  on  which  the  Presbyterian  Church  stands,  and  the  tanyard  lot  were 
sold  to  pay  the  note  and  costs,  amounting  to  more  than  ($2,000.00)  two 
thousand  dollars.  At  the  sale  of  this  property  the  tanyard  lot  was  bid 
off  by  Alexander  Findlay,  but  whether  for  himself  or  Captain  Francis 
Smith  he  did  not  recall.  At  any  rate  Smith  took  it  over  but  Findlay 
says  in  his  manuscript  that  he  felt  sure  Smith  did  not  buy  it  to  get 
his  road  from  the ‘Meadows  to  town  through  it,  he  having  purchased 
the  874  acres  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Abingdon  Academy  to  get  his 
road  to  town.  The  Trustees  of  Abingdon  Academy  had  obtained  a  de¬ 
cree  from  the  County  Court  selling  a  part  of  certain  lands  belonging 
to  the  heirs  of  Wm.  King  to  pay  them  a  legacy  left  them  by  Wm.  King 
of  ($10,000.00)  ten  thousand  dollars.  These  874  acres  were  included  in 
these  lands  and  purchased  by  Captain  Smith  previous  to  the  year  1823, 
according  to  Findlay,  he  having  laid  off  the  road  from  Smith’s  house, 
the  Meadows,  to  town  and  superintended  the  construction  of  it,  pulling 
down  a  slaughter  house  (on  the  tract  Connally  Findlay  had  used)  to 
make  a  bridge  across  the  creek  near  where  the  railroad  bridge  now  is. 

The  following  is  William  King’s  Will: 

"Meditating  on  the  uncertainty  of  human  life  I,  William  King,  have 
thought  it  proper  to  make  and  ordain  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  leaving  and  bequeathing  my  worldly  estate  in  the  manner  follow¬ 
ing  to  wit. 

To  my  beloved  wife  Mary  in  addition  to  her  legal  dower  of  all  my 


estate  the  c  -ling  house  &:  other  buildings  on  lot  nun.  I  ter.  Ab¬ 
ingdon  where  I  now  abide  together  with  the  garden,  orchard  and  that 
part  of  my  Fruit  Hill  plantation  south  of  the  great  road  and  lands 
adjacent  to  Abingdon  now  rented  to  C.  Findlay  and  Co.,  and  at  my 
father’s  decease  Including  those  In  his  occupancy  on  the  north  side 
of  the  great  road  for  her  natural  life.  I  also  will  and  declare  In  case 
my  beloved  wife  Mary  hath  hereafter  a  child  or  children  by  me  that 
the  said  child  or  children  is  and  are  to  be  sole  heLr  of  my  whole  estate 
real  and  personal  excepting  one  third  part  of  specified  legacies  and  ap¬ 
propriations  hereinafter  mentioned  which  in  case  of  my  having  chil¬ 
dren  will  reduce  each  legacy  hereinafter  mentioned  to  one  third  part  of 
the  amount  hereinafter  specified  and  the  disposition  of  the  real  estate 
as  hereinafter  mentioned  in  that  case  wholly  void. 

In  case  of  having  no  children  I  then  leave  and  bequeath  all  my  real 
estate  at  the  death  of  my  wife  to  William  King  son  of  my  brother  James 
King  on  condition  of  his  marrying  a  daughter  of  William  Trigg  and 
my  niece  Rachel  his  wife  lately  Rachel  Findlay,  in  trust  for  the  oldest 
son  or  issue  of  said  marriage.  And  in  case  such  marriage  should  not 
take  place  I  leave  and  bequeath  said  estate  to  any  child  giving  prefer¬ 
ence  to  age  of  said  William  and  Rachel  Trigg  that  will  marry  a  child 
of  my  brother  James  King  or  of  sister  Elizabeth  wife  to  John  Mitchell 
and  to  their  issue  in  and  during  the  life  time  of  my  wife  it  my  intention 
and  request  that  William  Trigg,  James  King  and  her  do  carry  on  my 
business  in  copartnership  both  Saltworks  and  Merchandizing  each  equal 
shares  and  that  in  consideration  of  the  use  of  my  capital  they  pay  out 
of  the  same  the  following  legacies. 

To  John  Mitchell  on  condition  of  his  assisting  and  carrying  on 
business  with  them  at  the  usual  salary  as  formerly,  viz.  one  thousand 
dollars  per  year  for  from  two  to  five  years  as  they  may  wish  his  as¬ 
sistance — an  additional  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  payable  five  years 
after  my  decease  and  to  each  of  his  children  upon  coming  of  age  one 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  general  legacy  hereafter  mentioned. 

To  Connally  Findlay  a  like  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  payable  in 
five  years.  To  my  nieces  Elizabeth  Findlay  and  Elizabeth  Mitchell 
(being  called  for  my  grandmother  with  whom  I  was  brought  up)  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  twelve  months  after  marriage  provided  they  are 
then  eighteen  years  of  age  if  not  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  each  of  my 
other  nephews  and  nieces  at  the  age  of  eighteen  that  is  children  of  my 
brother  James,  sisters  Nancy  and  Elizabeth,  one  thousand  dollars  each 
—to  each  of  the  children  of  my  half-sister  Hannah  and  my  half- 
brother  Samuel  three  hundred  each  as  aforesaid,  to  my  said  sister 
Hannah  in  two  years  after  my  decease  one  thousand  dollars  and  to  my 
said  half  brother  Samuel  in  case  of  personal  appearance  to  the  manager 
at  Saltville  or  to  my  executors  in  Abingdon  on  the  first  day  of  January 
annually,  during  his  life  one  hundred  &  fifty  dollars,  if  not  called  for 
on  said  day  to  be  void  for  that  year,  and  receipt  personally  given. 

It  is  my  wish  and  request  that  my  wife.  William  Trigg  and  James 
King  or  any  two  of  them  that  shall  concur  in  carrying  on  the  business 
should  either  join  all  the  young  men  that  may  reside  with  me  and  be 
assisting  me  on  my  decrease  that  are  worthy,  or  furnish  them  with 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  at  a  reasonable  advance 
on  a  credit  of  from  three  to  five  years  taking  bonds  with  interest  from 
one  year  after  supply. 

In  case  my  brother  James  should  prefer  continuing  partnership 
with  Charles  T.  Carson  in  place  of  closing  the  business  of  King  Carson 
and  King  as  soon  as  legal  and  convenient  then  my  will  is  that  William 
Trigg  and  my  wife  carry  on  the  business  one  third  of  each  for  their 
own  account  and  the  remaining  third  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  children  of  my  brother  James  and  my  sisters  Nancy  and  Elizabeth. 

To  my  father  Thomas  King  I  leave  during  his  life  the  house  he 
now  resides  in  and  occupies  at  Fruit  Hill  together  with  that  part  of  my 
land  in  said  tract  north  of  the  great  road  that  he  choose  to  farm  with 
what  fruit  he  may  want  from  the  orchard  the  spring-house  being  in¬ 
tended  for  a  wash-house  with  the  appurtenances  subject  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  my  beloved  wife  Mary  as  also  the  orchard  except  as  aforesaid. 


' 


I  also  leave  and  bequeath  to  my  father  the  sum  of  two  hundreu  liars 
per  annum  during  his  life  and  if  accidentally  fire  should  destroy  his 
Fincastle  house  and  buildings  a  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  per  annum  while  his  income  from  there  would  cease. 

I  also  leave  and  bequeath  to  the  Abingdon  Academy  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  payable  to  the  trustees  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  or  lands  to  that  amount  to  be  vested  in  said 
Academy  with  the  rents  thereon  forever.  Abingdon,  Va.,  third  March 
1806. 

Test.  Wm.  D.  Wilson  William  King 

Jno.  Doherty. 

I  hereby  appoint  William  Trigg  of  Abingdon  and  James  King  of 
Nashville  Executors  of  my  last  will  and  testament  enclosed  &  written 
by  my  own  hand  and  signed  the  third  day  of  March  1806. 

William  King. 

The  other  wills  of  previous  dates  to  the  third  day  of  March  180G 
being  void. 

William  King. 

William  King  bought  Lot  No.  73  in  Abingdon  in  April  1791,  al¬ 
though  he  is  not  supposed  to  have  come  to  Abingdon  till  1792. 

Court  records  show  Wm.  King  had  19,473  acres  of  land  in  Washing¬ 
ton  County  on  one  of  which  is  the  Saltworks  which  rented  for  thirty 
thousand  dollars  per  year,  14  lots  in  Abingdon,  14  tracts  in  Wythe,  18 
tracts  in  Tennessee  &  shares  in  town  lots  in  several  towns  in  Tennessee. 
In  the  cae  of  Alexander  Findlay  &  John  Mitchell, 

Plaintiffs  in  Error 

vs. 

William  King  (son  of  James)  Lessee. 

The  case  was  argued  for  the  plaintiff  in  error  by  Mr.  Sheffy  and  for 
the  defendant  by  General  Smyth  (of  Wytheville)  and  (Daniel)  Webster, 
and  it  seems  from  the  reading  of  this  case  that  the  question  before  the 
Court  in  both  instances  is,  to-wit:  whether  this  Wm.  King,  son  of  James 
King,  is  the  Heir-at-law  of  this  estate  (the  conditions  imposed  having 
been  impossible  of  confirmation)  or  just  a  trustee  of  said  estate — it 
seems  from  reading  that  the  District  Court  in  giving  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  defendant,  is  error,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  brought  the 
case  up  to  the  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.  and  it  was  argued  and  adjudged  in  the 
January  term  1830  (22  years  after  King’s  death).  Chief  Justice  John 
Marshall  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  The  Chief  Justice,  from 
the  reading  of  his  opinions,  construed  the  whole  primary  object  of  the 
will  to  have  been  the  keeping  of  his,  Wm.  King’s,  immense  real  estate 
together  and  to  bestow  this  splendid  gift  upon  some  individual  that 
should  be  born  from  the  union  of  the  King  (his  own  family)  and  Trigg 
(his  wife’s  family).  This  was  his  first  object  &  his  second  the  union 
of  any  child  of  Wm.  &  Rachel  Trigg  with  any  child  of  his  brother 
James  or  sister  Elizabeth  &  he  held  that  both  these  objects  having 
been  defeated  by  the  course  of  subsequent  events  does  not  change  the 
construction  of  the  will  &  the  point  in  question  is  “did  Wm.  King 
take  an  estate  which  enures  to  his  own  benefit  or  is  he,  in  the  existing 
state  of  things,  to  be  considered  as  a  trustee  for  the  heirs  of  the  tes¬ 
tator.  Chief  Justice  goes  on  to  say  that  the  question  cannot  be  properly 
decided  in  this  case  as  it  belongs  to  a  court  of  Chancery  &  w'ill  be  de¬ 
termined  when  the  heirs  shall  bring  a  bill  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  trust.  We,  the  Court,  do  not  mean  to  indicate  any  opinion  upon  it. 
The  legal  title  is  we  think  in  Wm.  King,  whoever  may  claim  the  bene¬ 
ficial  interest.”  Associate  Justice  Wm.  Johnson  dissented  from  the 
opinion  of  the  court  giving  as  his  opinion  the  fact  that  Wm.  King,  the 
son  of  James  King,  at  the  time  the  testator’s  will  was  made,  was  only 
a  small  child  ( 2,/2  years  old)  and  in  place  of  being  a  trustee,  -would 
rather  be  in  need  of  a  guardian  &  the  only  interest  shown  to  this  said 
Wm.  King  was  the  fact  that  he  would  be  the  instrument  whereby  the 
testator  might  arrive  at  the  end  he  desired,  the  union  of  the  King  & 
Trigg  families,  and  failing  in  this  no  other  interest  was  shown  in  him 
as  to  leaving  him  any  benefits  from  said  estate  unless  this  union  should 
be  brought  about  by  this  marriage  and  this  not  having  been  consum¬ 
mated  he  had  no  part,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  will  otherwise. 

The  case  came  before  the  court  again  in  1824  &  the  decision  of 
the  lower  court  was  sustained.  Webster  &  Jones  appeared  for  Wm. 
King  in  this  case  in  1834. 


. 


King  Genealogy 


No.  of  Person  Name  Born 
1 — Thomas  King,  son  of 
Wm.  King  1. 

His  and  Rachel’s  children 


2 — Wm.  King  II 

1769 

3 — James  King 

1770 

4 — Elizabeth  King 

1773 

5 — Anne  (Nancy) 

1775 

Thomas  King  and  Esther 

Glenn’s  children 

6 — Samuel 

1779 

7 — Hannah 

1781 

3. — James 

1770 

had  the  following: 

8 — Wm.  King  3rd 

1803 

9— Thomas  King 

1805 

10—  Rachel  Mary  Eliza 

4.  — Elizabeth  King 

had  the  following  children: 

11 —  Rachel  D.  Mitchell 

12 —  Mary  F.  Mitchell  (Polly) 

13—  Elizabeth  Mitchell 

14 —  John  D.  Mitchell 

5.  — Anne  (Nancy)  King 

Their  children  were 


15 — Rachel  Findlay 

11-27-1790 

16 — Margaret  Findlay 

8-8-1792 

17 — Alexander  Findlay 

3-25-1794 

18 — Thomas  Findlay 

9-15-1795 

19 — Elizabeth  D.  Findlay 

9-4-1797 

20 — Anne  Cockran 

11-19-1799 

21— Mary  King 

11-19-1799 

22 — Sarah  King 

3-6-1803 

6.  — Samuel  King 

Thei  r  children: 

23 —  Thomas  King 

24 —  James  A.  King 

25—  Wm.  L.  King 

7.  — Hannah  King  1781 

Children  were: 

2G — Sarah  Allen 

27 —  Margary  Allen 

28 —  William  Allen  Died 

29—  Peggy  Alien 

8 — Wm.  King  III 
had 

30 —  Alexander  King 

31 —  Mary  C.  Eliza  King 

32—  Hatch  King 

33 —  Maria  King 

34—  Wm.  King  4th 

35 —  James  King 


Married  Died 

1st  Rachel  Davis 

2nd  Esther  Glenn  1805 

Mary  Trigg,  1799,  no  issue  1808 

Mary  married  secondly, 

Francis  Smith — she  died  1839 

Sarah  King  1809 

John  Mitchell  1806 

Connally  Findlay 


Patsy  Cundiff 

He  was  killed  1811 

John  Allen 

Sarah  King  1809 

Beckem 

Never  married  1839 

Dr.  Alexander  McCall 

John  Mitchell  1806 


George  Victor  Litchfield 
Abram  Bird  Trigg  (2nd  wife) 

Wm.  Heiskell 
Eliza  Smith 
Connally  Findlay 

1st  Wm.  Trigg,  2nd  Lilburn 
Henderson,  3rd  Peter 
Branch  1834 

Abram  Bird  Trigg 
1st  w'ife. 

Catherine  Anne  Spiller 

Theodosia  White 

1st  Joseph  C.  Trigg 

2nd  Joseph  Haskew  Oct.  20,  1821 

John  Goode  May  5,  1819 

Littleton  Henderson  Apr.  12,  1821 

Adam  Hickman 

Patsy  CundiS 

Juliet  Anne - 

Susan  of  Adans 

County,  Ill. 

Salina 
John  Alien 

- Bullen 

- Stuart 

- — Smith 

Bt-ckem 


Annie  Leftwich,  had  a  son 
Wm.  5th  born  1861 


■ 
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■ 


